The Flight of the " Ilia Mourometz " to Kiev
" Will you take me up in the Ilia Mourometz one
of these days? We want to test some new TNT
detonation bombs on the proving ground near Petro-
grad. It will be more convenient to use the large ship
because the bomb racks are not yet ready for the new
bombs."
" Of course, Colonel, I shall be glad to arrange the
flight:'
On the same afternoon he came back to the air-
port with a small army delivery truck which carried
the cases of bombs.
** Let us take six of the forty-pound bombs and one
of the eighty," said the Colonel.
The cases were opened on the ground and then
carried into the plane.
" We shall screw in the fuses before each bomb is
dropped/'
I looked inquisitive and he went on to explain.
"The fuses on this type of bomb are extremely
sensitive and even a minor shock would cause the pro-
jectile to explode. Once the fuses are in, however,
until the small propeller here in the rear of the bomb
is unscrewed, the whole is harmless and can stand sub-
stantial shock without exploding.'*
We took off from the field and some twenty
minutes later, approaching the proving grounds at an
altitude of little over 4,000 feet, four forty-pouixl
bombs were dropped over the proper section of the
field. They all exploded as expected. I was curious
about the procedure of dropping the bombs and asked
Lieutenant Lavrov to take the controls for a while,
I went to the cabin and watched with interest the
throwing of the next bomb. The Colonel would take